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SOMALIA Rain Watch December 4, 2012  
 

FEWS NET will publish a Rain Watch for Somalia every 10 days (dekad) through the end of the current October to December Deyr rainy season. The purpose of 
this document is to provide updated information on the progress of the Deyr rains to facilitate contingency and response planning. This Somalia Rain Watch is 

valid through December 10, 2012 and is produced in collaboration with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) 
Somalia, a number of other agencies, and several Somali non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

 

The Deyr rains ended in most parts of the northern and central regions  
 
From November 21 to 30, both field reports and satellite-based rainfall estimates confirm that rains ceased in most parts of 
northern and central Somalia, including Hiran, Bay, Bakol, Gedo, and Middle Shabelle Regions (Figure 1). Parts of Lower 
Shabelle, Middle and Lower Juba, and localized pastoral areas of East Golis pastoral livelihood zone in Bari received light to 
moderate rains. A comparison with the long-term (1983 to 2011) mean (LTM) indicates that rains received in late November 
were below-average in most of the South and were 20 percent or less of average in the northern and central regions (Figure 2). 
 
The northern regions remained dry from November 21 to 30 with the exception of localized areas in Bosasso and Qandala 
Districts in Bari Region which received some erratic rains. Ground reports indicate that dry weather persisted from November 
11 to 30 in pastoral areas of the Hawd, the Nugal Valley, the Sool Plateau, and the Coastal Deeh livelihood zone in the northern 
regions. The worst affected were Sool and Sanag Regions where the overall Deyr rainfall totals have been very low during 
October and November. This dryness has significantly affected both pasture and water conditions, and these conditions have 
increased abnormal migration in these region’s pastoral livelihood zones. While Guban pastoral livelihood zone in Awdal and 
Woqooyi Galbeed Regions of the Northwest remained dry during November, flash floods from the Golis Mountains coupled 
with light showers in late October have slightly improved pasture and water conditions.  
 
All rain gauges and satellite images confirmed dry conditions across the central regions and Hiran. Despite the long dry spell 
from November 11 to 30, pasture and water conditions remain near average. The sorghum and cowpea crops have become 
established in these regions due to moisture from the moderate rains received during October and early November.  
 
In the South from November 21 to 30, satellite-derived rainfall estimates and field reports indicate that most of Bay, Bakol, 
Gedo, and Middle Shabelle remained dry. In Lower Shabelle and Middle and Lower Juba Regions, field reports as well as satellite 
images indicate that moderate to light rains fell in most of the riverine, agropastoral, and pastoral livelihood zones. Rain gauges 
in Jamame in Lower Juba and Qoryoley and Janale in Lower Shabelle recorded 18 millimeters (mm), 42 mm, and 12 mm of 
rainfall, respectively. The Shabelle and Juba Rivers’ levels are below the ‘critical’ levels of flooding risk. However, open 
breakages can be found on the Shabelle’s banks in Jowhar District in Middle Shabelle and Kurtunwarey District in Lower 
Shabelle. This continued river flooding has caused crop damage and disrupted the movement of both people and goods.  
 
The current satellite-derived Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) shows below average vegetation levels in most of 
Lower and Middle Juba, northern Gedo, Awadal, Woqooyi Galbeed, Sanag, and Sool Regions due to the effect of continued dry 
weather during late October and early November (Figure 3). However, improved vegetation conditions are observed in most 
agricultural and pastoral areas of the South and the central and northeastern regions. The seven-day weather forecast, valid 
through December 7, indicates that most parts of Lower and Middle Juba, Lower Shabelle, Gedo, the high-potential, sorghum-
producing districts of Baidoa, Dinsor, and Qansaxdhere in Bay Region, Elder and Elbur districts of the cowpea Belt in the central 
regions, and the Hawd pastoral livelihood zone and the agropastoral areas of Awdal, Togdher, and Woqooyi Galbeed Regions of 
the Northwest will receive between 5 and 20 mm of rain. However, the northern parts of Awdal and Woqooyi Balbeed,Togdher, 
Sool, Sanag, Bari, Nugal, Mudug, Galgadud, Hiran, Bakol, and Middle Shabelle will experience dry conditions. However, most of 
southern regions—Bay, Bakol, Hiran, Gedo, Lower and Middle Shabelle, Lower and Middle Juba, and southern Galgadud—will 
experience light to moderate rains between five and 50 mm (Figure 4).  
 

For more rain gauge data, please, contact hdro@faoswalim.org or visit http://www.faoswalim.org. 
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Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 

 

 
 
Figure 1. Rainfall estimate (mm), November 21 to 30, 
2012 
  

 
 

Figure 3. E-MODIS NDVI anomaly, November 21 to 30, 
2012 
 

 

Figure 2: Rainfall percent of 1983-2011 mean, 
November 21 to 30, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4. Seven days forecast,  
 December 1 to 7, 2012 
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